Gay soldier questions military policy - News

S

Sections

Home

News
Viewpoints
The Mix
Sports

Page 2

Page Layouts
Photos

Options

Login

Register

About Us

Contact Us
Message Board
Events Calendar
Letter to the Editor
Classifieds

Back Issues
Search

USC Home Page
USC Student
Media

USC Sports Info
SEC Fanatic Zone
The Gamecock
Readership
Survey

Editor Applications

I L/Z|_£is Pa;er I
Daily Gamecockehen

method

Current Issue: Friday, March 3, 2006

Most Popular Articles

Home > News

Gay soldier questions military policy

USC alum talks Thursday night about 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell'

By: Justin Chapura
News Editor

Gay soldier questions military policy

Student leaders gab with gov'nah

Issue date: 3/3/06 Section: News USC prepares for rivalry weekend
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"At that moment, | can guarantee you that | wasn't worried about my sexual orientation ... and | WAXAZSIR IR (E1ES

can also guarantee you the comrades | served with weren't worried about it either,” English said.

English said several soldiers knew he was gay while in the Army and received a positive

response.
and we

Jarrod Chlapowski, another Army Korean linguist who trained at Fort Jackson, said that a
conservative estimate places at least 65,000 gays and lesbians currently serving. Chlapowski
said he chose to come out while in the Army and experienced little adversity, but he chose not
to reenlist after five years for fear of "one moment of vindictiveness" that could result in being
discharged.

just might

send you to

Las Vegas.
Alan Steinman is a retired Coast Guard rear admiral heavily involved in opposing the ban on
the federal level. He is an honorary board member of the Servicemembers Legal Defense
Network, a Washington lobby dedicated to repealing "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" that filed one of
several lawsuits in 2005 challenging the ban.
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Coincidentally, Thursday's event marks the anniversary of the introduction of Military Readiness do mare
Enhancement Act to the U.S. House last year, which would allow gays and lesbians to serve

openly. The bill has 110 co-sponsors, only four of whom are Republican.
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Steinman said he believes the bill will die in committee at the end of this year but that there is
and will still be strong support behind the ban.

"Eight out of 10 Americans said gays should be allowed to serve openly ... it looks like there's
been a sea change in attitudes, particularly in this generation of Americans," Steinman said.

The tour will go through 25 universities through April, with the intent of reaching out to those
who might not fully understand the effects of the ban.

"We're trying to reach out to conservatives," Nicholson said. "We just came from the Clear
Channel building (in Columbia) doing a call-in radio show."

Nicholson said the calls varied from supportive to reactionary.

"We had one guy call in who said, 'Not only should gays not serve in the military, but women,
too!" Nicholson said.

Nicholson graduated from USC in December 2004 with a degree in international relations. He
lives in Washington, D.C., working for a government contractor.

Andrew Collins, a second-year history student and former chairman of the Student Senate
Minority Affairs Committee, said he collaborated with Student Sen. Charles Appleby of the
School of Law to acquire the law school auditorium for the event.

"I'm just glad the event's here on campus, personally ... just having it out there, bringing these
people to campus and opening up questions on the subject," Collins said.
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